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NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.
[CHAP. V.
erals, he assembled six thousand picked troops, and addressing them in those marked tones of martial eloquence eminently at his command, so effectually roused their pride and enthusiasm that they were clamorous to be led to the assault. He unfolded to them fully the peril which attended the enterprise, and animated them by reference to the corresponding glory which would attend the achievement. He knew that thousands must perish. But placing only a slight value upon his own life, he regarded as little the lives of others, and deemed the object to be gained worthy of the terrible price which was to be paid. There probably was not another man in either of those armies who woul'd have ventured upon the responsibility of an enterprise ap' parently so desperate.
Secretly dispatching a large body of cavalry to cross the river at a 'very difficult ford, about three miles above the town, which by some inconceivable oversight the Austrians had neglected to protect, he ordered them to come down the river and make the most desperate charge upon the rear of the enemy. At the same time, he formed his troops into a line, under the shelter of one of the streets nearest the point of attack. It was the evening of the 10th of May. The sun was just sinking behind the Tyrolean hills, enveloping in soft twilight the scene of rural peace and beauty, and of man's depravity. Not a breath of air rippled the smooth surface of the water, or agitated the bursting foliage of the early spring.
The moment that Napoleon perceived, by the commotion among the Austrians, that the cavalry had effected the passage of the river, he ordered the trumpets to sound the charge. The line wheeled instantly into a dense and solid column, crowding the street with its impenetrable mass. Emerging
THE TERRIBLE  PASSAGE OF THE BRIDGE OF LODI.
from the shelter upon the full run, while rending the air with their enthusiastic shouts, they rushed upon the bridge.    They were met bv a murderous above and below also swept the narrow passage by cross-fires, while sharp-shooters, in bands of thousands, were posted at every available point,, to drive a storm of musket-balls into the face of any who should .approach the structure.
